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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 

FICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

March  11,  1964 
A2823 

Memorandum 

To  • 

w  *      Director 
From:     Acting  Superintendent,  Yellowstone 

Subject:   Superintendent's  Monthly  Narrative  Report  for  February  1964 

General 

Weather  Conditions.  Low  temperatures  ranging  below  zero  occurred  on  21 
days  in  February.  High  was  39  degrees  on  the  4th  at  Old  Faithful;  the 
low  was  -30  degrees  on  the  10th  at  West  Yellowstone.  Present  snow  depth 
at  Old  Faithful  is  29  inches. 

It  became  necessary  to  close  the  road  to  Cooke  City  the  evening  of 
February  24  because  of  severe  drifting  of  snow  in  the  Lamar  Valley. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  A  total  of  1,886  visitors  entered  the 
Park  during  February.  Oversnow  travel  through  the  West  Entrance  to  Old  Faith- 
ful totaled  387  visitors. 

SNOWMOBILES .  Harold  Young,  operator  of  Snowmobiles  of  West  Yellowstone, 
added  a  third  Snowmobile  to  his  fleet  on  February  8. 

Inspections.   Samuel  H.  Hoover,  Electrical  Engineer,  Design  and  Con- 
struction, Washington,  D.  C,  arrived  February  4,  to  make  a  study  of  the 
Montana  Power  Company's  rates  within  the  Park, 

Thomas  J.  Allen,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Director,  South- 
west Regional  Office,  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  visited  the  Pi.rk  February  11, 
12  and  13,  observing  winter  operations  and  activities. 

Special  Activities.  Superintendent  Lemuel  A.  Garrison,  Biologist  Robert  E. 
Howe  and  Chief  Park  Ranger  Wayne  R.  Howe  were  in  Butte,  Montana,  February  2-3, 
Superintendent  Garrison  and  Biologist  Howe  had  been  summonzed  to  appear 
before  Federal  Judge  W.  D.  Murray.  The  hearing  was  called  as  a  result  of  a 
request  for  an  injunction  to  prohibit  the  trapping  of  elk  from  the  Gallatin 
Herd,  by  the  National  Perk  Service,  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  and 
United  States  Forest  Service,  made  by  the  Upper  Gallatin  Elk  Protective 
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Association.  A  ruling  on  a  motion  proposed  by  the  Federal  Government  and 
State  attorneys,  to  dismiss  the  proceedings  because  of  the  lack  of  court 
jurisdiction  was  postponed  for  five  days  for  consideration  by  Judge  Murray. 
The  Judge's  decision  was  that  his  Butte  Court  did  not  have  jurisdiction  and 
that  the  proper  place  for  proceedings  was  in  the  Federal  Court  in  Cheyenne. 

Dr.  Vincent  J.  Schaefer  and  the  Yellowstone  Field  Research  Expedition  of 
the  Atmospheric  Sciences  Research  Center  of  the  State  University  of  New 
York,  ended  their  research  at  Old  Faithful  this  year  on  February  4. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Richard  A.  Nelson  and  Fire  Control  Specialist 
Louis  L.  Gunzel  attended  the  Inter-agency  Air  Operations  planning  meeting 
(West  Yellowstone  Airport)  at  Missoula,  Montana,  February  4  and  5.  The 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  formulate  plans  for  a  smokejumper-air  operations 
unit  at  the  new  West  Yellowstone  airport.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
Bureau  of  Indian  Aifairs  and  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  all  have 
an  intense  interest  in  the  development  of  this  Unit. 

Region  I,  United  States  Forest  Service  desires  to  participate  in  the 
smokejuraper  unit  as  a  base  to  give  more  adequate  protection  to  forests  East 
of  the  Continental  Divide.  They  wish  to  contribute  up  to  four  smoke jumpers . 
Region  IV,  U.  S.  Forest  Service,  desires  to  continue  to  participate  with  two 
smokejumpers  in  the  Unit.  The  National  Park  Service  would  continue  to  con- 
tributefour  smokejumpers  to  the  Unit,  and  continue  to  use  the  smokejumper 
plane  for  patrol  and  air  cargo  service.  A  standby  retardant  base  is  highly 
recommended  at  West  Yellowstone.  Total  estimated  cost  of  initial  con- 
struction for  the  Unit,  $249,400.  The  Department  of  the  Interior's  share 
will  be  approximately  $85,722  as  proposed.  Generally,  the  plan  is  that  the 
U.  So  Forest  Service  will  carry  67%  of  costs  and  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  will  carry  33%.  Region  I,  U.  S.  Forest  Service  will  assume  the 
overall  maintenance  and  supervision  of  the  Unit  after  construction. 

Twenty-five  students,  wildlife  management  majors  from  Utah  State  University, 
Logan,  and  two  faculty  members,  arrived  in  the  Park  February  14-16  to  study 
and  observe  wildlife  management  programs.  This  group  was  joined  by  a  wild- 
life management  student  group  from  Montana  State  University,  Missoula,  with 
one  faculty  member,  who  will  participate  in  observations  and  discussions. 
Members  of  the  Staff  spoke  on  various  phases  of  elk  management  program,  and 
field  trips  were  taken  to  show  the  students  the  range. 

Forester  (Fire  Control)  Louis  L.  Gunzel  attended  the  Inter-Bureau  Air 
Operations  8chool  in  Redding,  California,  February  16-28,  on  the  use  of 
aircraft  in  forest  fire  control. 

Superintendent's  Staff  Meetings  were  held  February  13  and  27. 
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Administration 

Personnel .  Cecil  L.  Banner,  transferred  from  Jefferson  National 

Expansion  Memorial,  February  2,  as  Procurement  ft   Property 
In       Management  Officer,  GS-12. 

Louis  G.  Waliscfa,  transferred  fromGlacier  National  Park, 

February  20,  as  Operating  Accountant,  GS-11, 
Out        Jack  and  Verna  Blackburn,  to  Zion  National  Park,  2/2 

Harlie  and  Alice  Bouland,  to  Midwest  Regional  Office,  2/16. 

Mr.  Bouland  is  an  accountant  in  the  Omaha  Office. 

Lemuel  A.  Garrison,  Superintendent,  to  Midwest  Regional 

Office,  February  16,  as  Regional  Director 

Charles  H.  McCurdy,  to  Petrified  Forest  National  Park, 

February  16,  as  Chief  Park  Naturalist 
Resignation  Delmer  C.  Riley,  painter,  resignation,  effective  2/3 

Joseph  R.  Murphy,  Park  Naturalist,  resignation,  effective  2/10 

Herrold  A.  Asmussen,  Park  Naturalist,  resignation,  effective  2/20 

Ann  M.  Martin,  Clerk- Stenographer,  Division  of  Interpretation, 

effective  February  28. 

SPECIAL  ASSIGNMENT.  Park  Ranger  Robert  0.  Binnewies  and  Biologist  William  J. 
Barmore,  Jr.  are  attending  the  Spring  Session  of  the  Horace  M„  Albright 
Training  Center,  Grand  Canyon  National  Park.  Session  will  be  completed  May  1. 

Service  Pins.  10-year  Length  of  Service  Emblems,  were  received  by: 

Volney  Bahr,        Foreman  I,  Maintenance 

James  L.  Monheiser,  Clerk,  Engineering 

John  Nick  Reeves,    Forestry  Technician  (Timber  Mgt) 

Births.  A  daughter,  Kathleen,  born  February  4  in  the  Memorial  Hospital, 
Livingston,  Montana,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Murray.  Mr,  Murray  is  Manager 
of  the  Mountain  States  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  in  Yellowstone  National 
Park. 

A  son,  Jon  Joel,  was  born  February  1,  in  the  Memorial  Hospital, 
Livingston,  Montana,  to  Ranger  and  Mrs.  Richard  T.  Danforth. 

Death.  Gregory  Hagen  Binnewies,  infant  son  of  Ranger  and  Mrs.  Robert  0. 
Binnewies,  passed  away  February  22  in  San  Francisco.  Memorial  Services 
were  held  February  25  in  Fresno,  California.  Gregory  was  born  September  19, 
1963. 

Miscellaneous.  A  Potluck  Supper  honoring  Superintendent  and  Mrs.  Garrison 
was  held  February  19  in  the  Multi-Use  Room  at  the  new  school  building. 
Approximately  300  friends  and  employees  attended. 

A  Handkerchief  Shower,  honoring  Mrs.  Inger  Garrison  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Luis  A.  Gastellum  on  February  17.  Approximately  50  women  attended. 
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A  Farewell  Coffee  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Garrison  was  held  February  27,  from 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wyly  Huggins  with  Mrs.  Bruce 
McCurtain,  Mrs.  James  Stewart  and  Mrs.  William  Armstrong  as  co-hostesses. 

A  Stag  Dinner  and  evening's  activities  honoring  Superintendent  Garrison 
were  held  February  19  in  the  Mammoth  Community  Building.  Approximately 
150  friends  and  employees  attended. 

A  Farewell  Coffee  was  held  February  12  for  Harlie  and  Alice  Bouland  and 
Charles  and  Gretchen  McCurdy.  Harlie  M.  Bouland,  Operating  Accountant, 
transferred  to  the  Midwest  Regional  Office,  February  16;  Charles  H.  McCurdy, 
Supervisory  Park  Naturalist,  is  transferring  6o  Petrified  Forest  National 
Park  as  Chief  Park  Naturalist,  effective  February  16. 

The  National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees,  Local  No.  465,  held  its  monthly 
meeting  February  3. 

Conservation.  Interpretation  and  Use 

Interpretive  Planning.  South  District  Naturalist  continued  work  on  the 
Lake  Junction  Interpretive  Prospectus.  The  North  District  Naturalist 
completed  revision  of  a  rough  draft  of  the  Mammoth  Interpretive  Prospectus. 

Yellowstone  Library  and  Museum  Association.  A  new  sales  item  published  by 
the  Association,  just  off  the  press,  is  YELLOWSTONE  BACK  COUNTRY  by- 
William  S.  (Scotty)  Chapman;  price  25$. 

History.  The  Park  Historian  prepared  a  brief  history  of  the  Battle  of  the 
Big  Hole  to  accompany  that  area's  development  prospectus.  Data  was  prepared 
for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  centennial. 

Research  and  Observation.   From  February  17  to  24,  the  automatic  recorder 
at  Old  F  ithful  showed  an  average  of  66.1  minutes  for  151  eruptions;  the 
maximum  was  88  minutes,  the  minimum  was  35  minutes. 

The  North  District  Naturalist  spent  six  days  during  the  month  in  making 
observations  of  bighorn  sheep  on  Mt.  Everts.  Also,  habitat  observations 
were  made. 

Museum.   Indian  artifacts  received  from  Donald  M.  Heme,  former  Foreman  III, 
Maintenance,  have  been  accessioned. 

Ranger  Service.  On  February  20,  Rangers  Edward  Widmer,  Gerald  Mernin,  and 
Charles  Morey,  departed  for  points  south  on  a  15-day  ski  patrol.  They 
visited  Park  Point,  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  Cabin  Creek,  Thorofare  Ranger  Station, 
Fox  Creek,  Peale  Island,  Heart  Lake  and  West  Thumb.  The  purpose  of  the  trip 
included  making  wildlife  observations,  snow  pack  observations,  familiarization 
of  Park  terrain,  and  boundary  checks. 

February  21  to  28,  Rangers  Milligan  and  Danforth,  accompanied  by  North 
District  Naturalist  and  Mr.  Wagner  of  Grand  Teton  National  Park  participated 
in  a  ski  patrol  to  Heart  Lake  Geyser  Basin. 
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Many  hours  were  spent  by  West  Yellowstone  Rangers  to  assist  motorists  who 
had  driven  off  the  road  in  the  Gallatin.  Wreckers  were  required  in  most 
cases  and  traffic  direction  was  necessary. 

Concessioners.  On  February  6,  1964,  No.  4738  Civil,  Motion  to  dismiss  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  United  States  Government  for  Lack  of 
Jurisdiction  was  submitted  to  the  United  States  District  Court,  Cheyenne, 
by  United  States  attorney  itobert  N.  Chaff in  -  the  motion  to  dismiss  the 
Department  of  the  interior  as  a  party  to  the  defendants  in  the  Civil  Action, 
File  No.  4738  )Oct.  29,  1963),  Yellowstone  Park  Ice  Company,  Inc.,  Plaintiff 
v.  Yellowstone  Park  Company,  Defendant.  The  motion  states  that  ...r8the 
pleadings  do  not  in  their  present  posture  reveal  a  claim  against  the  United 
States  upon  which  relief  could  be  granted.  Since  statements  of  fact  explain- 
ing and  illuminating  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  appear  in  Defendant's 
Yellowstone  Park  Company  motion  filed  November  12,  1963,  the  United  States 
respectfully  requests  the  Court  to  treat  its  Motion  to  Dismiss  as  a  Motion 
for  Summary  Judgment,  Rule  56,  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure."  Case  pending. 

Wildlife 

talk       Reduction  of  the  Northern  Yellowstone  elk  herd  by  live  trapping 
was  completed  February  18. 

Statistics: 
February  29 

Live  shipped  865 

Taken  by  hunters  30 

Biological  collection  121 
Lost  in  trapping  operations   37 

Total  1,053 

Goal:  1,100.  The  remaining  animals  will  be  accounted  for  by 
weekly  biological  collections. 

deduction  in  the  Gallatin  Herd  is  short  50  of  the  goal  of  400. 
One  more  drive  will  be  made  the  first  week  of  March. 

Fisheries  Personnel  of  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  Utah 

State  University,  Cooperative  Fish  Management  Unit  Leader, 
Colorado  State  University,  Cooperative  Fish  Management  Unit  Leader,  and 
Yellowstone  personnel  met  on  February  26,  in  Superintendent  Garrison's 
office,  to  discuss  the  1963  report  on  Yellowstone  Lake,  made  by  the  Bureau 
of  Sport  Fisheries;  and  to  make  plans  for  the  1964  season. 

CONGRESSIONAL  PROPOSAL.  Superintendent  Garrison,  associate  Superintendent 
Gastellum,  Chief  P,  rk  Ranger  Wayne  &.  Howe  and  Park  Engineer  Gerald  a.  Rowe, 
attended  a  meeting  in  Livingston,  Montana,  February  13,  to  answer  questions 
on  demands  being  made  to  keep  the  road  open  all  year  from  Cody,  Wyoming 
through  the  P  rk.  This  meeting  was  attended  by  about  50  people  from  Cooke 
City,  Gardiner,  Livingston  and  Cody.  A  special  report  on  this  meeting  has 
been  submitted  through  channels. 
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Public  Affairs 

Publicity.  On  each  Thursday,  the  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  was  issued  to 

keep  employees,  concessioners  and  others  currently  informed  of  Prrk  happenings. 

One  press  release  was  issued  on  Superintendent  Garrison's  Farewell  Dinner, 
February  19. 

Religious  and  Chapel  Use.  Protestant  services  were  held  throughout  the 
month . 

Public  Relations.  Rangers  Robert  P.  Wood  and  Richard  A.  Guiimette  showed 
an  exhibit  and  film  at  Rexburg  and  Rigby,  Idaho  for  the  Soy  Scouts. 
Attendance:  1,160  people. 

Associate  Superintendent  Gtistellum  and  Biologist  Robert  E.  Howe  participated 
in  a  program  at  the  Bonneville  Sportsmen's  Association  at  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 
February  21-22.  Mr.  Gastellum  gave  an  illustrated  program  on  "The  Beginning 
of  Organized  Federal  Conservation  in  America,*  using  the  Washburn-Langford- 
Doane  Expedition  as  the  theme.  They  also  presented  a  brief  program  on 
Improved  Techniques  in  Trapping  of  Elk.  The  Sportsmen's  Clinic  was  attended 
by  hundreds  of  people  and  over  3,000  attended  the  big  dinner. 


Roads.  Snow  plowing  was  accomplished  on  a  seven-day  per  week  coverage, 

plowing  to  Cooke  City  as  needed,  including  weekends. 

Buildings  and  Utilities.  The  work  on  the  Research  Center  at  Lamar  is 
75  per  cent  complete. 
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YELLOWSTOHS  HATXOMAL  PAH£ 

BftSIGN  AND  OQKSTRUCTIO*}  llaaSATXVE 

February  1964 

Plana,,  Haps  and  Survey?;  The  following  drawings  were  reviewed  or 
approved  as  Indicated: 

working  Drawing  ilP-YEWbSO-B,  revised  LP  Gas  drawing  submitted 
(Utilities,  Laser  gesearcb.  Center) 

Matter  Plan  Drawing  HP-YEL-3437-H,  Grant  Village 

Concurred  by  Acting  Regional  director  2/11/64  subject  to  study 
by  Concession  study  Geeattittee  and  conformance  with  3727B 

iiaster  Plan  Drawing  8P-YJRL-3727-B,  Grant  Village  Concession  Area 
Concurred  by  Acting  Regional  Director  2/11/64  subject  to  study 
by  Concession  Study  Cornel  t  tee  and  to  comeest** 

Concessioner  Harking  Drawing  KF-YBL-ft87G,  LP  Gas  Installations, 
Lake  Lodge  and  Old  faithful  Lodge. 
fforrwnneiTnierf  by  Superintendent  2/14/64 

Concessioner  forking  Drawing  HP-YSL-8371,  LP  Gas  Installation, 
Snosevelt  Ledge. 

aecownended  by  Superintendent  2/14/64 

Concessioner  working  Drawing  HP-YEL-3372,  Gasoline  Tank  Installa- 
tion, PlshingBridge  Beat  Dock 

by  Superintendent  2/ 14/64  subject  to  comment 


Concessioner  forking  Drawing  MMF£L*>8&73,  revised  equipment  layout, 
Canyon  Village  Complex  and  Old  Faithful  Cafeteria 

Prellsd-nary  review.  Drawing  to  be  revised  and  resubmitted. 

Master  Plan  Drawing  KMBB*"603L,  Harris  Maintenance  Area 
Concurred  2/13/64  by  Acting  Superintendent,  with  comment. 
Reviewed  with  concessioner,  who  also  concurred. 

Master  Plan  Drawing  HP-Y8L-3818A,  Harris  Vicinity  with  Utilities 
Concurred  2/19/64  by  Acting  Superintendent  subject  to  changes 
corrections. 


Master  Plan  Drawing  HP-YEL-3631-A,  Bridge  Bay  Area,  received  to 
replace  3elO-C  and  2276-S 

Master  Plan  Drawing  RP-YEL-3816-A,  Upper  Canyon  Areas 
To  be  reviewed  with  HP-YSL-2289-B,  Canyon  Cabin  Areas  re 
location  of  concessioner  recreation  building 

Informal  review:  Working  Drawing  HP-YSL~603o,  East  Entrance  Plasa 
to  improve  the  facility  were  submitted. 
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Resume  Work  Order:  Floyd  Hathaway,  Contract  14-10-0243-488,  Clinic 
Building,  Mammoth  -  affective  2/5/64 

Stop  Work  Order:  Floyd  Hathaway,  Contract  14-10-0243-488,  Clinic 
Building,  Mammoth  -  effective  2/12/64 

A  Master  Plan  Study  Team  was  set  up,  with  Programs  Officer  Reynolds  as 
Chairman.  Other  members  are  Park  Landscape  Architect  Clancy,  Assistant 
Chief  Park  naturalist  Harry,  Park  Ranger  Holder,  Management  Assistant 
Maxey.  Assistant  Superintendents  Nelson  and  Martlnek  are  ex-afficio 
members.  Margaret  Bupalx  has  been  assigned  to  the  team  as  stenographer • 
Assistant  Park  Engineer  Frank  Elliott  has  been  detailed  t»  the  position 
of  Programs  Officer. 

Bids  on  the  Terminal  Building  at  the  West  Yellowstone  Airport  were 
opened  in  Helena  February  19.  the  Board  of  Examiners  has  not  yet  met  to 
award  contracts. 

We  are  still  waiting  for  a  mechanical  inspection  of  the  elementary 
school  building  by  the  architect's  mechanical  inspector.  An  inspection 
was  arranged  for  the  24th,  but  blizzard  conditions  forced  the  engineer 
to  return  to  Billings. 

1968  priority  lists  have  been  prepared. 


Lata  A.  Qttstellutt 

Acting  Superintendent 
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